
 

 
Sullivan’s Island Elementary School’s vision is to grow inquiring learners equipped with the 

skills to explore and contribute as stewards of the Earth and each other.  
 

Dear SIES families, 

 

Hello Out There 

Yes, Sullivan’s Island Elementary School is still here at 2014 Mike Perkis 

Place, even if you have had trouble reaching us!  Unfortunately, our internet, 

phones, intercom, and copy machines were down for an entire week due to a 

storm-related issue with our on-site server.  We are almost back at full 

operation, but a phone/internet team is still working on things.  Thank you 

for your patience. 

 

Many Variables at Work 

There are many variables at work that have caused a delay in the district 

being able to share which students will be in person and which will be 

temporary remote. One of these sets of variables is the sheer number of 

options.  The number of choices provided for families made things even 

more complicated to meet so many different needs. My specific goal in 

writing today’s SIES Family Updates and Tidbits will be to provide you with 

what we do know now, what we anticipate happening next, and the plans 

specific to our school. You have my word that I will keep you updated 

along the way as soon as I can.  

 

Erin Wiseman




Team SIES Skimmers 

During the past seven workdays, our teachers and staff have worked 

together to hammer out fluid, yet detailed plans for building safety, 

instructing both in-person and remotely, and student support. It's not an 

easy set of problems to grapple with, but our team dove in and collaborated 

at a phenomenal level of positivity, creativity, and student advocacy.  I think 

that you will be pleased with the product we have crafted and will roll out to 

you over the next two weeks. Each school plan is a little different, so if you 

happen to see something on Facebook that involves another school's 

program, please do not automatically assume that we are doing that.  

 

Timeline as of 8.21.20 

8.21  Information about Leap Week communicated 

8.25  Target date to notify families of in-person or temporary remote 

8.26 Target date to inform families of teacher placement 

8.28  Deadline to notify families of temporary remote, in-person and 

class placement 

8.31 - 9.4   Leap Week opportunities (details coming ASAP) 

9.8.20  First Day of School 

 

 



 

SIES Family Tidbits  
Below are the responses to parent and student questions asked since the 8.15. 20 
Family Tidbits.  If you have more questions, please use the link HERE for the current 
Tidbits Google Form.   

SIES Tidbits Responses: 
I sent all my registration but haven’t 

heard back. I want to go in person.  

★ Thank you for submitting 

your preference. As I type 

this, the office staff is 

manually calling the last 80 

students without 

documented choices. If we 

do NOT have your choice, 

we will track you down. 

Please answer phones. 

Thank you for your 

patience! 

Are the students going to be able to 

have their textbooks from the school 

while working at home?  

★ Yes. Students beginning 

school in the temporary 

remote or virtual academy 

mode will pick up an iPad, 

workbooks/textbooks, and 

other materials to help with 

learning at home. The Leap 

Week information sheet will 

be sent out this afternoon.  

 

 

If my children start with remote 

learning, will their teacher be the one 

★ That is the plan. We want 

students and parents to 

https://forms.gle/1wcHDKCBxkBdosjn9
https://forms.gle/1wcHDKCBxkBdosjn9


that you assign them at the 

beginning of the year? 

build a relationship with 

their teachers from the 

start. I will add that even in 

a typical year, there are 

situations when I need to 

change class placements. 

With that said, I will do my 

best to keep students in the 

initially assigned class.   

I am now confused on whether there 

is yet another survey I need to 

complete. 

★ No. You do not need to 

complete an additional 

survey. If we do not have 

your preference, we will 

contact you directly at this 

point. Please don’t feel 

alone; it has been confusing 

due to the three options 

offered to parents and the 

tremendous parent 

response to Virtual 

Academy across the district. 

At what point will I actually know 

that my children will be in person or 

temporary remote? And the days 

they will be attending if they will be 

in person?  

★ SIES will contact parents 

directly by Friday, August 

28. My target is to complete 

the process by the close of 

business on Tuesday, 

August 25. In-person 

students will attend five 

days per week. 

 

Will all children automatically recover 

the iPads or do I need to fill out a 

request form? Is everyone also 

eligible for a chrome book? Or will 

kids only need one device?  

★ Temporary remote and 

virtual academy students 

will pick-up brand new 

iPads the week before 

school starts. We will not be 

issuing Chromebooks.  

If SIES isn’t considering the wait list 

for the 2020-2021 school year, will 

the child keep the same lottery 

number for the 2021-2022 school 

year? 

★ No. Even in a typical school 

year, waitlists do not 

rollover. We are rarely able 

to pull from the waitlist, so 

that part is not exclusive to 

this atypical year. For 



consideration for the 

2021-2022 school year, 

families will need to 

re-apply. This response 

does NOT apply to students 

who were accepted but 

selected virtual academy or 

temporary remote.  

If a student will be placed to begin in 

temporary remote learning, for how 

long this structure will be, is it 9 

weeks as well? Thanks. 

★ Yes and No. Yes, because 

temporary remote mode 

will continue as an option 

for all students at least 

through the first nine 

weeks. No, because, based 

on the virus metrics that 

the CCSD School Board 

decides on at Monday’s 

meeting, more students 

may be offered an in-person 

seat before the end of the 

nine weeks.  

Is there a different list of school 

supplies for temporary remote 

students?  

★ No. The SIES teachers 

worked to simplify the 

supply list, and it is the 

same for in-person or 

remote.  

 

 

What is the typical schedule for a 

remote student?  Same hours as in 

person? 

★ The remote schedule runs 

for the same time as the 

in-person school day; 

however, not all of that is 

for “live” Zoom teaching. A 

typical plan would include 

two instructional blocks and 

one related arts area block 

in the morning and two 

instructional blocks and a 

related arts area block in 

the afternoon. We will 

provide the actual schedule 

for your child’s class and 



teacher placement next 

week. 

 

Will all Remote students Be taught 

by a single grade level teacher so we 

can gather in pods if we choose for 

peer learning? 

★ No, not exactly. Both 

in-person and remote 

students will work directly 

with a teacher duo. 

Students who share the 

same pair of teachers could 

choose to gather in pods for 

peer learning.  

 

When will we learn our teachers and 

will there be any kind of in person 

orientation? 

★ Teacher placement will be 

emailed early next week, 

hopefully at the same time 

that we send out the 

in-person and temporary 

remote list. Our goal is 

Tuesday, and Friday is our 

deadline. There will be a 

variety of virtual 

orientations and tours, as 

well as, student 

opportunities during the 

week before school. 

When will I know if my child has 

been selected for in-person or temp. 

remote?  Also, is there a specific day 

we come during the LEAP week? 

This is my first time having a child 

start school so everything is new and 

I have so many questions.  Thank 

you!  

★ You will know next week 

about the temporary remote 

or in-person. More 

information is coming this 

weekend regarding Leap 

Week. 

We selected in-person attendance, 

but obviously with only 25% capacity 

being allowed, we know our son will 

not be attending in-person. When 

will we know the alternative, because 

everyone's lives are on hold due to 

this confusion? Further, if we decide 

against this alternative and find our 

own solution due to our son's needs 

★ Please don’t automatically 

rule out the potential for 

your son to attend in 

person. You will have an 

answer next week, and 

even with that, more 

students can participate in 

in-person sooner rather 

than later if virus metrics 



and our work necessities, will he lose 

his spot at SIES when things return 

to normal? 

decrease. If you select a 

non-CCSD homeschool or 

independent school 

opportunity, you will have 

to unenroll. If your child is 

a magnet student, that will 

mean loss of his or her seat. 

If you live on Isle of Palms 

or Sullivan’s Island, your 

child may re-enroll at SIES 

anytime.  

 

What is the criteria for students 

selected for in-person learning? I 

don't see it posted anywhere or any 

CCSD guidelines listing the criteria? I 

ask because I can imagine not all 

parents who select in-person learning 

will receive that option. Can you 

please direct me to the criteria? 

Thanks! 

● At this time, there is not a 

CCSD document available 

that clearly outlines the 

criteria. As a principal, I am 

expecting to receive 

updated guidelines this 

afternoon or early Monday. 

I am certain those will be 

shared on the CCSD website 

next week. I can tell you 

that our students with 

documented Individual 

Education Plans or 504 

Plans will have priority due 

to federal guidelines. That 

still leaves seats available 

for students who do not fall 

within that category. The 

process for each school may 

vary somewhat, but will be 

transparent, objective, and 

equitable.  

 

  

 

 

 


